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Walk Around Knowing

1. The nature of this world

2. The nature of your Father

3. The nature of your Savior

Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
How would your life be different if you two billion dollars? They say that there is no problem that can’t be solved if you just throw enough money at it.  I think a billion plus dollars is more than enough throwing change!  No stress about your financial future.  No job that have to do even though you don’t want to.  No limitations on where you could go or how quickly you could get there.  No limitations to the homes you could buy, the property that could be yours, the landscaping and interior design.  No limitations on your day—you want to do something or not do something, so be it.  Walking around knowing you have a billion dollars would definitely change the way you walk around
The events of Easter change our perspective as we walk around our lives.  Or have they?  Well, let’s ask the question that’s kind of the reverse of the first question: 

How would your life be different if you weren’t a Christian?  Sad to say sometimes not much different.  We still get up in the morning asking, “What needs to be done today?” We get up to an alarm clock still wanting to be asleep.  But we get up anyway.  Eat, shower, head to school, head to work.  Projects at school, projects at work.  Friends and enemies in the classroom.  Bosses at work, competition and co-workers.  Money to make.  Ladders to climb.  Grades to get.  At home there are chores to be done, property to maintain, spouse to keep happy, kids to keep out of trouble and occupied, homework and school project to finish because you need to, not want to.  Eat supper.  Sit in front of the TV.  Numb your mind with something mildly entertaining and then to bed with a touch of dread at the prospect of having to do it all over again the next day.  
I think that description is just as familiar to believers in Christ as it is to unbelievers.  We are experts in living in this world.  We operate in it all day every day.  We understand the rules, the way things work.  So often this world holds a very heavy influence on the way we walk around.  

So Peter gives us a refreshing reminder this morning as he first encourages us to walk around knowing the nature of this world.  

Live your lives as strangers here.  In one way or another, we have all experienced what it’s like to be a stranger in a strange place.  You go on vacation and stay in a hotel.  It’s a new place.  It’s different.  It’s not your home.  It’s not where you live.  You’re not scared or intimidated by it, but you are aware that it is only temporary.  After a while, any charms it may have had wear off and you just want to be home. Or, for another example, you move to a new town and you live in an apartment.  It’s not a permanent situation.  Eventually you’d like to find a house and settle into something more permanent.  It will do for now—and could actually do for quite a while, but it’s not permanent and it’s nice knowing that.  You don’t want it to be permanent.  
Nothing in this world is permanent.  Nothing.  There is not one single thing in your life in this world that can’t be taken away tomorrow.  Your house, your job, your car, your spouse, your children, your pets, your health.  Nothing is permanent.  The thought of losing things that we like to think of as permanent is something that fills us with dread.  We crave permanence.  It shows how attached we actually are to the things of this world.  And when we are attached, then when things go away, our life is devastated.  

The Christians that Peter was writing to knew this on a level that none of us could possibly understand.  They were people who actually lost their homes, their jobs, their families, their freedom and their lives all because they were Christian.  That’s why it was comforting for them to have Peter describe this world as temporary.  We are just passing through.  And in the face of eternity, even 80-100 years is just the tiniest of blips.  

Walk around knowing that this world is temporary and can offer nothing substantial for your happiness.  Walk around knowing that if you place all of your time and effort, your heart and soul into the preoccupations off this world and this world alone you will eventually be bitterly disappointed.  But walk around knowing that as for you, you are only a stranger here.  There is definite permanence for you to bank all of your happiness on.  It’s just not in this life.  But we’ll get to that.  Before we do, we have to struggle with the rest of that first verse of our text, of which we’ve only covered a small portion.  The rest reads:

Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.  
Oh my. Walk around in fear.  What to do with that?

I think as Christians we have become used to walking around this world thinking our life has three different levels:  Well, up here we’ve got sins—we know that we’ve done something wrong and, yes, we should be sorry for that, we should confess that and get forgiveness for that.  And then we have a third level (we’ll get to the second one after the third one), of things that are really pretty good—you know the things we wouldn’t be so terribly mortified if God the Father happened to see.  And then we have that broad middle group of things that are really none of God’s business in the first place.  What I do with my time when I’m not working or studying.  What I do with my money after I shed some of it in church.  Really most of the things in my life are really none of God’s business.  No, no, no!  Luther says in the Heidelberg Disputation, ‘There’s only one category, and that’s sin.’  
It is all God’s business and it’s all imperfect.  And the nature of the Father whom we call upon is to judge each person impartially.  We have a tendency to be flippant about our relationship with our heavenly Father.  We view God as a parent who may threaten us with punishment, but we know he only does that to scare us and that when push comes to shove, he’ll forgive us and not bring the disaster he promised.  So we carelessly live our lives in those three categories thinking that God the Father is our buddy.  We forget that on Judgment Day there is not a single thing that we have done that we can hold up in our lives that is worth his love.  There is not a single solitary thing that you can hold up to Christ during his Passion and say ‘This does not require your blood.’  It all require his blood…Even in our best works, we sin…It can never be a meritorious act because it can never be perfect.
But it also an untrue statement to say that in this text, Peter is telling us to walk around terrified of a just judge.  Knowing the nature of our Father makes us walk around not with a fear of absolute terror about what he’s capable of doing to us.  Knowing the nature of our Father makes us walk around with a healthy respect for what he’s already done for us.  

Peter continues:

For your know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.  Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.  

If you want to see the true nature of your Father, look no further than the nature of his Son, your Savior.  For your sake, the Father figured out a way that you, an unholy and imperfect person with empty hands and a lukewarm heart could ever call on him as a child cries out to their Father.  For your sake, the Father figured out a way that he could give you something permanent, lasting forever so that this empty life would not be it for you.  And his plan was an astoundingly costly one.  His took his one perfect Son and let all of his righteous anger over imperfection be poured out all over him.  His Son’s blood flowed red like the blood of a slaughtered sacrificial animal.  
After a while, people who are free tend to take their freedom for granted.  Any high school student learns WWII facts as just that, facts.  Yes there was a war and we won and yada yada, it’s all boring history stuff.  But to hear from an actual veteran of that war what their experience is like or to see a movie depicting the harsh reality of that war and all of a sudden, you value that freedom even more.  Freedom is never free.  It always comes at a very costly price.  
We have just seen up close and personal during the season of Lent and during Holy Week the very costly price of our freedom.  And just in case we take that freedom for granted, we hold before our eyes the nature of Savior again and again.

There was no amount of money in the world that could fix the problem of you not being perfect.  God would not and could not be bribed with dollars, Euros, silver or gold.  There was no other soldier’s blood that could free you from the tyrannical rule of your own selfish desires.  It was the selfless sacrifice of God’s own Son that freed you.  

With the same power he used to raise his dead Son, God also raised your dead hearts to life.  He revealed to you through the Holy Spirit in his Word what great lengths he went to in order to save you.  You would never have figured out any of it on your own.  You would have walked around blind forever, never getting it.  But now you walk around knowing.  
When we see the magnitude of what God’s love for us caused him to do for us, that changes the way we walk around.  We walk around knowing that this life has nothing to offer us besides a temporary residence.  We walk around knowing that the way of life that pursues what’s best for me in this world is an empty way to live.  We walk around knowing that our Father is serious about sin.  We walk around knowing that our Father does care about how we live our lives because he is the one who has given us those lives twice-over by giving us life through our fathers and mothers at birth and giving us life through his Son in baptism.  We walk around knowing that all of the freedoms and advantages that we have, that all of the hope for a permanent future life came at a great price.  We walk around knowing that our Savior’s blood covers us.
When the alarm goes off tomorrow morning, you will be tempted to forget this all.  You will be tempted to think first about what you need to do to make it in this world, to pursue your own happiness or at least survival.  Instead, when the alarm goes off tomorrow, remember the nature of this world—this temporary residence.  Remember the nature of your Father who is to be both feared and loved.  Remember the nature of your Savior who sacrificed every single thing for you, for your sake.  Remember how blessed you are that you know any of this in the first place.  And then live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear and put your faith and hope in God.  

AMEN.

Grow in the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!  Amen.

